ADOPTED 4/8/14
T

Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg:
RESOLUTION 2014-259-A
A  RESOLUTION OPPOSING LEGISLATION THAT WOULD GRANDFATHER, AUTHORIZE OR REINSTATE THE ORANGE PARK MEDICAL CENTER TRAUMA UNIT; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO PROVIDE a copy OF THIS resolution to the Governor of Florida, President of the Florida Senate, Speaker of the Florida House and members of the Duval Legislative Delegation; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the State of Florida has been a national leader in development of trauma systems for more than thirty (30) years;   and

WHEREAS, the concept of designation based upon need is inherent in Section 395.401, Florida Statutes, and this statute establishes criteria for needs assessments, creates ceiling on the total number of trauma centers in the state, and lays out a general regional plan for the placement of trauma centers in the state based on need, among other things; and

WHEREAS, the consensus is that trauma centers should be designated primarily to serve the needs of the population and to provide optimal patient care, but it remains the case that oversupply of trauma centers is common in metropolitan areas and local factors such as geography, resource availability and regional social elements come into play; and

WHEREAS, the success of the State’s trauma system can be measured by the provision of trauma care within a Level I or II trauma center within 60 minutes to 97% of Florida’s population and 80% of its land area; and 
WHEREAS, the travel time from Orange Park to downtown Jacksonville, about 16 miles, to the closest Level I trauma center is approximately thirty (30) minutes; and   

WHEREAS, in February 2013, the Department of Health notified Orange Park Medical Center that its trauma center must cease operation after Department of Health inspectors determined that the trauma center was not meeting defined standards for trauma care during a site visit; and 

WHEREAS, since November 2011, Orange Park Medical Center was operating under a provisional license while its certificate was being reviewed, but a court challenge to the approval of three new trauma centers resulted in an appeals court invalidating some of the old rules by which the three new trauma centers and Orange Park Medical Center were approved; and  
 WHEREAS, legislation pending in the Senate (Senate Bill 1276) and the House of Representatives (House Bill 7113) could on its face allow for the grandfathering of three currently existing and operating Level II trauma centers, the legislation, if approved in its current form, would also provide a mechanism for other pre-existing Level II trauma centers and some pending applications (assuming they are approved by the Department of Health prior to the effective date of the legislation) to make a request to the Department of Health to apply for renewal of their approval period, including Orange Park Medical Center; and
WHEREAS, the pending legislation would take licensure and approval out of the hands of the regulators, who are the subject matter experts, and instead place it in the hands of the legislators; now therefore
     
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Opposition to legislation having the effect of grandfathering Orange Park Medical Center trauma center as a Level II trauma center. The City of Jacksonville hereby opposes any legislation that would have the effect of grandfathering, authorizing or reinstating Orange Park Medical Center as a Level II trauma center.
Section 2.

Direction to Circulate. The City Council Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to the Governor of Florida, President of the Florida Senate, Speaker of the Florida House and members of the Duval Legislative Delegation.



Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Paige Hobbs Johnston
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